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The Religion Department would like to close the Religious Ethics Minor. The minor has no current
students and the last active one was in 2011. Deleting this minor will make it possible for us to
launch a new interdisciplinary certificate in ethics and society, which is being prepared jointly by
the departments of religion and philosophy.
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Info

Request: Close religious ethics minor

Description of request: The Religion Department would like to close the Religious Ethics Minor. The
minor has no current students and the last active one was in 2011. Deleting this minor will make it
possible for us to launch a new interdisciplinary certificate in ethics and society, which is being
prepared jointly by the departments of religion and philosophy.
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Responses

Minor Name
Enter the minor name.

Response:
Religious Ethics

Termination Date
Enter the termination date (semester/year), which is the last date students will be accepted into the minor.

Response:
fall 2019

Phase-Out Date

Enter the phase-out date (semester/year), which is when the last student in teach-out will have completed the
minor. This date should allow time for enrolled students to complete the minor in a reasonable amount of time.
The phase-out date is the last date that data will be submitted for the minor.

Response:
spring 2020

Rationale for Request
Describe the rationale for the request to terminate the minor.

Response:

Very few students have enrolled in this minor over the years, and the last one was enrolled in
2011. Presently the religion and philosophy departments are preparing a new certificate in "ethics
and society," which will duplicate some of the requirements of this minor. The new certificate will
have be broader and have a stronger list of electives, as well as an interdisciplinary focus. We
anticipate that the new certificate will be more appealing to students, and we will be marketing it
more actively.

Impact on Other Programs
Describe the potential impact that termination of the minor may have on other programs.

Response:

The termination of the religious ethics minor should have little to no impact on any programs,
since it has no students enrolled at present and has had very few over the years. Its termination
could have a positive impact on the minors in philosophy and religion, since students who were



interested in the religious ethics minor might choose instead to elect one of those minors. The
main impact will be to make it possible for us to offer the new ethics and society certificate, which
will appeal to the same students who would have considered the religious ethics minor.

Steps Taken to Inform Students and Faculty
State what steps have been taken to inform students and faculty of the intent to terminate the minor.

Response:
Faculty in both religion and philosophy, the two main departments affected, are aware of -- and

support -- the plan to end this minor and launch the new ethics and society certificate. Religion
majors and minors have been informed of the plan as well.

Teach-Out Plan
Explain how students in the minor will be able to complete their degree. The teach-out process often extends well

beyond the termination date.

Response:

Required courses in Philosophy and Religion will be offered in spring 2020 for any enrolled
students who want to complete the minor requirements. Any students who do not complete the
minor requirements by the end of spring 2020 will be able to enroll in the new ethics and society
certificate, which we hope will be effective as of fall 2020, pending approvals.

Accommodation of Faculty
Provide an explanation of the manner in which the Department and College intend to accommodate faculty who

are currently active in the minor.

Response:

The only faculty active in the minor are in the Religion and Philosophy departments. They have
discussed the transition from a religious ethics minor to the new ethics and society certificate.
There will be no impact on their teaching or advising.
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